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10 STEPS to starting a GO HARD LIFE BIBLE CLUB in your school 


1. Decide to start a GO HARD LIFE Bible Club

Starting a Go Hard Life Bible Club is easier than you think! 

You just have to make the decision to start one and be willing to make yourself available to start a Go Hard Life Bible Club at your school! 

Before you start, we think it’s important that you know the goals Go Hard for Christ Youth Ministry has for helping you to get a bible club in your school.

DISCIPLESHIP & OUTREACH; That’s what we’re striving for! Ultimately, we want to help you get the Bible back in schools.

What do we mean when we say DISCIPLESHIP?
So many people walk around saying they’re a Christian, but not acting like one, never really knowing what it truly means to be a Christian – a disciple of Christ. We want to help you get questions answered for you & your classmates. To understand what it really means to live the life of a true Christian – a young man or woman of God.

What do we mean when we say OUTREACH?
Wouldn’t it be a shame to have thousands of students each year and tens of thousands through the years, that never hear or heard about Jesus because there were no Christians bold enough on your campus to start a Bible club and do outreaches.

Why ME?
Because God CHOSE YOU!
You may not feel qualified or maybe you are even a new believer, but God qualifies the unqualified and He calls those that are willing and obedient! The fact that you are here today shows that He has a plan of using you on your school campus. Don’t be afraid. Just ask the Lord for boldness and He will come and give you a boldness and determination that you don’t even understand. From this day on, you will NEVER be the same again.

The Lord is going to use you to help start a Go Hard Life Bible Club in your school and many students will come to know Jesus and get closer to Him as a result, even after you have graduated. 

Isn’t it amazing?! 

You are a part of an awesome move of the Lord!


REMEMBER WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

Go Hard for Christ Youth Ministry and its leaders are here to partner with you and support this initiative. We will assist your advisor with resources, ideas, speakers, and anything else they might need to help you succeed at leading a Go Hard Life Bible Club. It is also a good idea to get parents and other volunteers to help you grow your Bible club. This is a team effort!



2. Choosing the Leadership of your Go Hard Life Bible Club

How do I choose a leadership team?
a) Make a list of all known Christians in your school.
b) Connect with them to see if they are committed to the Lord, and if they know others who are also committed Christians. 
c) Organize a meeting where you can all get together and meet.  

Assigning people to club positions:

Club president and vice president
Choose the Bible club president and vice president

Club advisor
This is a teacher that sits in on all club meetings according to the school requirements. We suggest getting a Christian teacher/coach to take on this role. They must be employed by the school. If you struggle to find them, then get the friendliest, most easy going teacher you can find that is available. Ask them for permission to use their classroom or another school venue to meet for your weekly meetings.

Club leaders
As the club is established the club will get more students who will apply to be leaders in your club. We have an application form for them to complete before they can become leaders.

Qualifications for Bible club leadership
A. The leaders must have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior
B. Application form: Get your desired leaders to fill out an application form with all their normal contact details. Your advisor can help you determine how to choose leaders.

Responsibilities of the Leadership Team

It is important during this phase to set up leadership responsibilities so that the leaders will be excited and engaged to be a part of the Bible club.

You can delegate tasks like:
· Making the announcement at school
· Preparing the posters/flyers for advertising the event
· Sending text messages to students on the database
· Organizing/Ordering pizza
· Preparing connect cards
· Choosing a game for the week
· Arranging a singer for the week’s meeting



3. Make the Go Hard Life Bible Club an official club at your school

The Legal requirement to start a bible club on your campus is 2 students and a sponsoring teacher (sometimes the school however requires a few more students to sign the application form showing support of the club). 

Review what your school application process is, complete the school’s form and in no time you will be ready to start your bible club!

Once you have completed the form and chosen your club president and vice president and advisor, register your Go Hard Life Bible Club, get official permission from the school and get started!

Opposition to your mission?
If the principal says “no” to starting the club, but there are other clubs on campus, then you can kindly remind them of your legal rights to have a Christian club on campus as there are other clubs on campus. If there are already existing clubs, they cannot say no, even if there are other Christian clubs.

If they still refuse, you may give them a lawyer’s letter reminding them of your rights. These letters are already prepared by legal teams that offer their time to fight cases on behalf of Christian clubs and that make their time available free of charge. We can help you get this letter if need be. However we do not anticipate that any principal will say no. 

Remember, no matter what happens, be polite, kind, humble, and most of all reflect the light and love of Jesus in your conversations with school authority.

4. Developing a strong Christian leadership core/team 

Once you’ve picked your team, spend time building each other up!

Before Jesus started to reveal Himself to the world in a large way, He went about choosing His disciples. They were His followers and made up His core team. Jesus handpicked them and poured His life into them. He spent time with them, taught them, they were eye witnesses to the miracles that He did, and they witnessed how he had compassion and love for people.

A disciple is a follower. The disciples chose to follow Jesus because they believed in Him.

It’s important that the core leaders of the Go Hard Life Bible Club have a biblical belief system and they follow Jesus and that they have a heart to reach their school for Jesus.

Pray that the Lord brings Christians to your club or connects you with other students that are radical committed Christians. Some students may be unbelievers that come to your club meetings and become committed strong Christians who you can then appoint as leaders.

This will probably take some time but it’s worth it.

Leadership Meetings Tips 

· Share your vision for the Bible club and ask them to pray about committing to it & the vision that God gave you.
· Set a date during school or after school hours where you can all meet to pray together and worship the Lord together. 
· Book a venue at the school so transport is not an issue for students
· Meet consistently for a few weeks. At these meetings you will begin to form unity and friendships.
· As you proceed, you will begin to see which students are committed to the formation of a leadership team among you, so this is a time of connection and casting vision before you advertise this club to the entire school.


5.  Ask for parent and/or mentor help!

Parents and members of your church or churches where students are members are encouraged to become a volunteer at the Go Hard Life Bible Club. If you have no kids at a school, they can still adopt a Bible club near where they live or where the Lord commissions them.

Parents/Mentors/Advisors Can:

1. Pray for the school and Bible club

2. Attend club gatherings and get to know the students

3. Attend outreaches and help motivate other parents and students to come. (Especially their children’s friends and parents.)

4. Help students in the promotion of the club-social networking, texting, flyers and posters to promote the outreach event (remember however the club must be student-run so they can’t overstep that boundary)

5. Give financially/provide resources & help:
· Pizza and water on outreach days
· Bibles, books and salvation materials (GHFC Youth Ministry will provide some books)
· Preparing and printing flyers

If you have any trouble securing resources or help, please contact Go Hard for Christ Youth Ministry for resources. Remember: We’ll provide an advisor for you!

6. The Go Hard Life “Structure” 

· Your Go Hard Life Bible Club should include:
· Studying the Word of God & Discipleship
· Young people building strong and meaningful relationships with each other through discussions, praying together and social outings
· Worship
· Organized outreaches to reach their non-Christian friends (every 6 weeks)

PLUS: You’ll have weekly discipleship meetings and an organized outreach in a large classroom or the gym about twice a year!


7. Promoting your Go Hard Life Bible Club at your school
Once you’ve completed steps 1-6, you can let all the students at your school know that you are starting a Go Hard Life Bible Club!

Your promotion strategy accomplishes 2 things:

1. It recruits the Christian students on campus to join up with your Go Hard Life Bible Club so that you can be a greater force on campus. 
2. It brings awareness to all students of your new exciting Christian club on campus 

**A great place to promo your Go Hard Life Club is at a CLUB RUSH your school may have at the beginning of the year***

During a CLUB RUSH type event:

· Set up a dynamic presentation. This could include:  a promotional pop up tent, tables, banners, promotional t-shirts, flyers, posters, music, etc. 
· Have connect cards for them to fill in with their contact details and use this to communicate with them (text messages, emails, etc).
· Hand out flyers to the whole school about your Go Hard Life Bible Club

Your GHFC Advisor can help with all of this! They have sample flyers, connect cards, & lots of great ideas!

A few dozen or even hundreds of students may attend your first meeting out of curiosity if you put serious effort into your initial launch!

By launching your Go Hard Life Bible Club you are letting Christian students know that:

· You are a representative of Christ at your school
· You collectively have a voice of truth, righteousness, love and compassion
· You have a vision to reach your school for Jesus

AND you are letting all unsaved students know: EVERYONE is welcome, NOT just Christians!

We want unsaved students to feel welcome in our club. So even if they may seem like outcasts, wild and crazy, drug addicts or thugs, they are welcome! This is why Jesus came: to seek and save the lost!

Note: If there is already a Bible club on your campus then share your vision with them, yet have your gathering on a different day.


8. Discipleship within the Go Hard Life Bible Club

In the same way that you disciple your core leaders, you will disciple the few dozen or hundreds of new members.

Remember, the Lord called us to make disciples, not have mere gatherings. 

Go Hard Life Bible Club will supply Christian books and curriculum with relevant topics that relate to youth that you can discuss weekly. This material will give Bible club members ideas for what to present, along with the club advisor and visiting youth pastors and preachers.

9. Different Ways to Outreach

A. Outreach Event
This is the day that we are all excited about! 

An outreach day is held on the usual day that the club meets except it’s held during lunch time and in a large classroom or preferably in the gym. 

In Preparation:
· Flyers are printed and given by Go Hard Life Bible Club members to the whole school.
· Posters and social media is activated to draw students. 

During the Outreach Event
· A band or DJ can play before the main speaker shares. 
· The Main speaker (a special speaker, such as Pastor David Winston) will then share the gospel to allow all unsaved students to make a decision to receive Jesus. (The message and appeal will only be about 15 minutes long)
· Free Pizza will be provided to draw students.
· All students that make a decision for Jesus are invited to complete a connect card so the Go Hard Life Bible Club leaders and GHFC Youth Ministry can stay in touch with them and let them know of future club events. They can also receive follow-up literature and a flyer with the churches details and weekly program.

B. One on One Sharing of the Gospel
We would like to teach all the members of Go Hard Life Bible Club how to share the gospel one on one with their friends, so that they are equipped to win people to Jesus!

C. Distributing Evangelistic Materials
Another way to outreach on campus is to distribute Christian CDs, DVD’s, books, and tracts about Jesus. 

D. Write a Letter
If you feel led by the Holy Spirit but you’re shy, you can even write your friend a letter sharing the gospel. If you have hurt anyone or bullied them you can write to them asking for forgiveness & then you can share your faith in Jesus and offer to meet with them.

E. Student salvation/testimony clips
You can also produce a short 5 min film of some of the well spoken students in your club to share their story. You can put it on social media in your school as well as play the clip at your club meeting. 



F. Family Outreach Event
When you are well established and feel ready you could even ask your principal for the Main gym for the whole school to attend voluntarily after school and bring their family members and arrange for a massive outreach with bands and cool speakers.

10. Follow-up and discipleship of new believers 
When someone makes a decision to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior, it’s crucial that they are followed up and discipled!
Here are some helpful tips to help in this process.
· Follow-up with the student that has committed to Jesus within 24 hours, by a phone call, text or meeting up with them. 
· Usually the best person to do the follow up of a fellow student is a Christian on campus that has an existing relationship with that new student believer. 
· Males should usually follow-up males and females, females.
· Students at school are best followed up by their same grade student or even an older student. A younger student following up an older student is generally not advisable yet if it’s the only option, it’s permissible.
· Make contact with the new believer the same week and explain to them how significant the decision to follow the Lord is +make them feel welcome.
· Help them obtain a Bible and introduce them to a Bible reading plan to help them become renewed and familiar with the Word of God.
Ultimately:
The best group to follow-up with the new believers is the Christian students in the club themselves  those Christian students can invite those new believers to the Go Hard Life Bible Club, and to their church or to encourage them to try some of the churches in the area.
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