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Rights, Roles & Expectations of the School & Student

LEGAL BACKGROUND:
· The United States Congress passed the Equal Access Act (EAA) in 1984, giving non-curriculum student clubs the right to meet in public secondary schools (grades 9-12) during non-instructional time. 

· A non-curriculum club is defined as a student-initiated & student-led group that focuses on subjects not directly related to the school's academic courses (this act includes religious-based clubs)

· If a school allows one non-curriculum club to use its facilities, it must allow other non-curriculum clubs to use the school facilities as well.

STUDENT’S RIGHTS:
As a Public School Student You Can:
· Meet with other religious students.
· Identify your religious beliefs with signs and symbols.
· Talk about your religious beliefs in a non-disruptive manner.
· Distribute religious literature.
· Pray.
· Carry or study a Bible.
· Do your assigned school work with religious themes
· Be exempt from class content or activities that contradict your religious beliefs.
· Celebrate religious holidays.
· Meet with school officials.

BIBLE CLUBS MEMBERS CAN:
· Initiate, lead and voluntarily participate in a Bible Club.
· Meet on campus on the same basis as other non-curricular clubs.
· Pray, read the Bible and worship at Bible Club meetings.
· Have a school employee present to maintain order and protect school property.
· Have an outside advisor.
· Have occasional guest speakers.
· Have an unlimited number of student members.
· Require that club officers are Christian.


BIBLE CLUB MEMBERS CANNOT:
· Substantially disrupt regular school activities.
· Do anything illegal.
· Have meetings regularly led by a non-student.


THE SCHOOL’S ROLE:
· A teacher or faculty member may not sponsor or participate in the club.
· The school may not influence the form or content of your meetings.
· The school may not require any person to participate in your club.
· The school must support your club's activities to the same extent as other non-curricular clubs.
· The school has the right to maintain order, discipline and the well-being of the student body.

EXPECTATIONS OF THE STUDENT LEADER:
· To pray for your assigned school daily
· To meet with your school Principal to respectfully & humbly (and with a great attitude) request to start a club.
· Give your Principal a Bible Club Proposal Packet.
· Follow school rules for starting the club.
· Find more students to help.
· Speak to your Go Hard Advisor for directions and updates.
· You may not be perfect, but you can be an example.
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Most information herein is taken from “LIFE UNASHAMED; The Bible is Back in School”, by Love McPherson
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